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Despite growing criticism about his handling of the undeclared five-week war with Ecuador,
President Alberto Fujimori still commands a decisive lead in the polls less than a month before
the April 9 general elections. Nevertheless, with the ebbing of the wave of nationalism that caused
almost all Peruvians to close ranks behind the president during the fighting, Fujimori's chances for a
first-round victory could be in jeopardy. While troops from the two Andean countries were battling
on the border, Peruvians gave almost unconditional support to Fujimori. However, since the latest
cease-fire, signed in Montevideo on Feb. 28, criticism of the president's handling of the war both
diplomatically and militarily has stepped up.
One of the most biting criticisms accuses the president of lying when he said Peru had recovered
control of the border post at Tiwinsa, which came to symbolize victory in the undeclared war
(see NotiSur, 03/10/95). Political opponents also charge that the terms Fujimori accepted in the
Itamaraty Declaration the cease-fire agreement that was signed in Brazil on Feb. 13 were detrimental
to Peru's interests. During his visit to Montevideo for the March 1 inauguration of President
Julio Maria Sanguinetti, Fujimori caused an international stir when he said that Peru's military
superiority resulted from a military build-up during the 1970s in preparation for a never carried-
out plan to declare war on Chile. The president's statement brought prompt denials from Peruvian
military personnel, including retired Gen. Francisco Morales Bermudez, who headed the military
government from 1975-1980. That incident was followed on March 6 by another diplomatic blunder
when Fujimori offered Ecuador a "free zone" to provide access to the Amazon River.
The domestic reaction to his statement was so negative, including from his own party members, that
the following day in Caracas Fujimori denied having made the offer. Ecuadoran government officials
quickly accused Fujimori of being untrustworthy. Although the electoral campaign was put on ice
during the fighting, it has slowly begun to heat up again. Javier Perez de Cuellar, in second-place
among the 14 presidential candidates, has criticized Fujimori for signing the Itamaraty Declaration,
which he said gave too many concessions to Ecuador. He has proposed a nonpartisan commission
to "convince Ecuador that it must change its anti-historical aspirations to gain access to the Amazon
River." Perez de Cuellar has also called on the government to lift the state of emergency that exists
in 57 provinces, including one-third of the department of Lima.
Meanwhile, the third-place presidential contender, Alejandro Toledo of the Movimiento Code-Pais
Posible, has repeatedly called into question Fujimori's integrity in the aftermath of the war. "With
the evidence in hand, we have verified sadly that the president was not telling the truth about the
conflict," Toledo said. "Tiwinsa was not recovered as he announced on Feb. 13 in a message to the
country." In fact, in an effort to link discussion of the war directly to the campaign, Toledo played
on Fujimori's electoral slogan, "The country cannot stop," to highlight the president's blunders
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during the war. "[The president] cannot stop...the growing pauperization of the Peruvian people
that has been aggravated even more as a result of the absurd and badly led war," said Toledo. Some
members of the political opposition have called for a postponement of the elections because the war
has prevented a normal campaign. For whatever reason, many observers say the public reaction to
the campaign is markedly apathetic and indifferent. Fujimori, however, has dismissed the call to
postpone elections and says the recent fighting will have little effect on the outcome. And, he denies
the allegation that he started the war for political reasons. "Peru has the most solid economy in Latin
America and a president whose campaign was widely accepted, so there was no reason to initiate a
conflict," Fujimori said.
Notwithstanding the mounting criticism, the political fallout from the war has brought only a slight
erosion in Fujimori's ratings in the polls. Several polls taken since the Feb. 28 cease-fire still give
Fujimori a sizeable lead. Looking at the president's credibility, a March 12 poll by the private public
opinion firm Apoyo showed that 32% of those questioned think Fujimori lied during the fighting,
especially about control of Tiwinsa, while 43% said they believed the president. In the same poll,
31% said the Itamaraty Declaration did not serve Peru's interests, while 50% disagreed. However,
76% supported signing the treaty, while only 13% opposed. Apoyo director Alfredo Torres said the
high support for the treaty despite its perceived drawbacks can be attributed to the strong desire
of Peruvians for peace after enduring the violence of a 15-year war against the Maoist Sendero
Luminoso guerrillas.
According to the Apoyo poll, if the elections were held now, 50% of those responding would vote for
Fujimori, 4% less than the last Apoyo poll in February. The percentage supporting Perez de Cuellar
was unchanged at 17%. Torres said 40% of those supporting Fujimori described their commitment
as solid, while 10% were still wavering. The results of a March 9 poll by another respected polling
firm, Datum, showed a more dramatic drop in Fujimori's rating, from 57.1% in February to 45%.
Perez de Cuellar had 19.2%, practically unchanged since February, while the Datum poll showed
Toledo with 6.2%. An Imasen poll showed Fujimori with a 3% drop, from 49.6% in February to 46.6%
now. However, the Imasen poll also showed a marked difference between support for Fujimori's
presidential candidacy and support for his slate of legislative candidates. While the president
received 46.6% support, his Cambio-95 slate only received 33.9%. Based on these figures, Fujimori's
political organization would only win 28 legislative seats, denying him the majority in Congress that
he now enjoys.
When more than 12 million Peruvians go to the polls April 9, they will not only elect a president,
but also fill 120 legislative seats. Twenty parties or political movements have registered slates of
legislative candidates. One slate that will not be on the ballot, however, is Armonia Siglo XXI the
political organization of Susana Higuchi de Fujimori, estranged wife of the president. Higuchi's slate
has been disqualified by the electoral commission (Jurado Nacional de Elecciones, JNE), who said
the list only included 113 candidates, rather than the required 120. However, on March 7, Higuchi
charged that the decision was purely political, saying five other political groups, including Perez de
Cuellar's, also have less than 120 candidates on their slates. (Sources: Notimex, 02/28/95, 03/02/95;
Spanish news service EFE, 03/10/95, 03/12/95; Reuters, 03/03/95, 03/07/95, 03/10/95, 03/12/95,
03/13/95; Associated Press, 03/14/95; Agence France- Presse, 03/01/95, 03/03/95, 03/09/95, 03/12/95,
03/15/95)
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